combined to produce a 500-page text on the Intensive Care of the Surgical Patient.
There is an abundantly wide range of subjectmatter presented in acceptably detailed and up-to-date form. The presentation is on the whole refreshingly practical and clinical, and obviously is based on the extensive personal experiences of the contributors in patient care. The contributions by two psychiatrists, two pharmacologists, a radiographer and a nurse add a fine balance to the presentation.
The apparent disagreement between a surgeon and an anaesthetist in consecutive chapters about the prolonged use of endotracheal tubes may be bewildering for a junior trainee, but is acceptable in a book of this type as an illustration of the need to keep an open mind on developments in the field and demonstrates the need for consultation and compromise between staff involved in patient care.
The failure to stress the importance of humidification as opposed to aerosol therapy when artificial airways are used is a serious omission. The placement of an oxygen catheter down an endotracheal tube is a dangerous technique. Further, the addition of more precise assessment of respiratory insufficiency by estimation of dead space ratio and degree of shunting would have improved an otherwise concise and excellent chapter. The description of acid base balance, a task that is not easy to achieve in a few pages, is not likely to help the ignorant intern or nurse. An otherwise excellent chapter on renal failure was marred by the lack of reference to the extensive work performed since 1965 on the effects of general anaesthetic agents on renal function. The chapter entitled "Parenteral Intubation" would be more correctly named " Intestinal Intubation".
The text is especially recommended to trainee specialist anaesthetists as a concise description of the common post-operative complications and their management. It is recommended to resident medical officers and senior nursmg staff who work in intensive care wards as a useful reference book when faced with new clinical problems. GEORGE DAVIDSON.
Tracheostomy and Artificial Ventilation
(in the Treatment of Respiratory Failure). Edited by Stanley A. Feldman and Brian E. Crawley. 2nd Edition. Edward Arnold (Publ.) Ltd. 1971. 9" X 6". Pp. 151. Price $10.25. I wish the information in this book was common knowledge among my medical, surgical and nursing colleagues. The editors regret that this expanding sphere of medical treatment has received so little attention in the training programme of most hospitals, and have presented this excellent 150-page book in an effort to fill the gap.
The writing is simple, easy to read, and in spite of eight authors, quite uniform in standard and style. The first chapter introduces Respiratory Failure, the next five deal with the indications, physiology, technique, care and complications of Tracheostomy. Three chapters follow on Ventilators, management of artificial ventilation and measurements during ventilation. Then comes the best chapter by W. J.
Glover on " Artificial Ventilation, Tracheostomy and Prolonged Intubation in Infancy". A chapter on Infection ends the book.
I have some minor criticisms. Most of the writers give me the impression that they know what they are talking about but lack the intimate involvement obvious from Glover's writing. Very few references are quoted, and several printing errors make some key passages hard to sort out.
It is a very good introduction to the subject.
ROBIN SMALLWOOD.
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